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" amonz them from the start,
- everlasting honor, the Jewish War
- Veierans—the record will show that
very few objected to such a genocidal - -
' Congressnonal forums for those jour- -
" nalists,
who have developed substantial evi-.
dence showing that American. in-.

=N

If, . as Arlhur Morse’s book in-
siructs us, the U.S. Government did

nothing While Six Million Died, then
.. this shameful continuum was ex-
tznded for nearly three decades when -
~the U.S. Government. did nothing
“2bout the victims® killers who mads
- their way to our democracy.

.Other than a handful of valiants—

presence on America’s shores.
But then in the mid-1970s, a rapid

succession of events brought the
issue to a new and historical level: a
New York housewife was extradited -
to Weast Germany to stand trial for .
crimes committed by her while a -
concentration camp guard super-

visor; two courageous officials of the

e lmmxgratxon and Naturalization Ser-

vice stormed out.of the INS, char-

) ‘ging that Agency with having covered -
- -up Nazi war crimes cases for years; in

" . the U.S. Congress, two members of
- the powerful House Judiciary Com- .
mittee (which had just played a na-
" tionally prominent role in exposing -

© the Watergate scandal) began to take
©initiatives never: before realized in

this matter.
-Suddenly,

. changed. Nazi war criminals and

their - accomplices living in the

_ United States were on the front page,

' ©1979 Charles R. Allen, Jr.
|.. From = book to be pubhsh
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uTh° three largest ’
s'most accessible, -
* most secure - shelters for Nazi ma:.s::'
" “murderers and collaborators. are—in -
Ceooor der of numerical sanctuary: West
- Germany, Argentina and the Umt°d
-States of America.

to its..

: the ‘ almospheref,'

' THE JEWISH VETERAN e
September October 1979

n Qﬁ@

by Charles R A!len Jr

tion’s TV screens.

Special credit must be accorded a_'- _
‘young Congresswoman ‘Elizabeth .~
Holtzman (D-N.Y.), who tirelessly
‘led the struggle which has; finally, -
placed the issue not only on the Con- . .~
gressional agenda but m the pubhc' i
ken. : S
She has prov:ded the smgu]ar drive- =
“ing force—along with former Rep.:
Joshua Eilberg (D-Pa.) —to launch'a .
~ series of artfully directed Congres- .
_sional Hearings. Probing and educat- ~

ing a national conscience, she

country.

investigators and scholars

telligence agencies—headed by the

CIA, FBI and State Department— -

knowingly and secretly had utilized

- Nazi war criminals residing in the . -
" United States. (These grave accusa- -
tions found official confirmation ina
limited but useful 1978 study by the - -
"General Accounting Ofﬁce thereby -
imparting additional lmpetus to the;
issue). - o
At the goadmg of the Holtzman- - .~
led forces, in 1977 a Special Litiga~ _ .-

tion Unit (SLU) was set.upinside the

INS, was presumably provided a mil- -
lion dollar budget and was mandated .
by Congress to prosecute Nazi war -
'_'mmed he was -in disarray, _“ ’

criminals and collaborators living in

-the United States. This fundmg
never malerialized. R :

The launching of the SLU was at-
tended by considerable publicity, and
hopes ran high. Within 18 months,
however, it be'carne more and more

| Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 - CIA RDP90 01208R000100140088 2

mefﬁcnency as the Associated| |
' Press characterized the INS in| |/

She had the courage to provxde :

o _ Department

. !
point. «D\,cenlly motivaled and. com-

Of ths 12 d°m\urahzauon/

dCPOTld[lOD cases which . hud 1

: 'bcen started before tha SLU Iook :
B owr not a single new effort ono
. inated with SLU. (Sec Chan off | -
Current Na’zx War Cnmes
"'Cases) PR TR A
e Onl) two denaturalxzatxon N

comp]eted in more ‘than two|
' ""')Dars ‘one.was argued by a U S.
Auomey in District Court; the»
) wf'other ‘on appeal. by ‘the- US o
"Solmtor General et

There was a total absence of
leadershlp from the Carter Ad-
' -.mxmatralmn s INS oﬁ"maldom

T8 The ‘mare’s nest of * gross

1977 quickly infected the SLU

the x‘len
US Attorney General,. anﬁn
‘B“ Beu conceded on March 14
. 1979 S R S
) o\ Whenever lhe SLU dxd man- v
o 'age to get before a judge, the in-| | »

‘ eptncss of the government law- 1

-yers often degenerated mto a

: 'tragx-comedy of errors denvmg a ':w
. from a lack of trial expenencc. In

\[sn

confidential®™ Congressnonal
: repcrt it was noted that of xhe‘
SLU s' five lawyers, one—
'_-broughl over. from the Slate :
v [ ‘notoriously the_
‘-smgle-most derelict Agency lin
the whole history of the Nazx
. war criminal matter—had no tnai
.~ experience; another only Legal

A|d background and among. the R

K .other three less than five )ears
. experience as trial lawyers! f ,
Auempm to put the: blame on SLU!

chief Martin Mendelsohn missed the= ‘

i

goldfish in a tank of bureaucratic bar—;

tacudaf . as one Washington wag!
Sy moathet;cally commented. 3

From the beginnings of the SLU i
was an open secret that Mendelsohn o
‘was obstructed by the CIA, FBI and
~.the Nanonal Security Admxmstrauon '

Mon radio and ﬂxckermo across a na- .. cases:have been SUCCESSN“Y

; “They have a sort of system of -.‘"-\;'.-""

' : . o non -management,’
~authored a new law which closed the -+ 8

‘loopholes through which many of . :
these criminals have shpped mlo Ihe - )

‘nmmvm
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(NSA) in trying to get the docu-
ments he desperately needed to
eiTectuate prosecution.

By early 1979, widespread dxsa”fec-

tion with the INS and its SLU was’

palpable. Congresswoman Holtz-
man, by now Chairperson of the key
Judiciary Subcommittee on Im-
migration, used her clout to transfer
SLU to the Criminal Division of the

" Justice Department where the effort

‘bzcame the OSI (Office of Special In-
veshgahons)

After some conf'usnon actual
funding of more than 82 million was
provided annually for an escalating
budget that would increase the OSI
force to 38 lawyers, investigators,
historians and legal aides by early

-1980.

Even at that, the Associate At-
torney General, Michael J. Eagen
(himself rasponsible for what one of-
fictal called “*all the delay and confu-
sion’’ as reported by The New York
Times on March 25, 1979) astounded
supporters by repeating his insistence
that *‘it (the larger OSI budget of $2
million) was more money than could
be used.”’

JWYV Nauonal Commander,
Nathan M. Goldberg, Esq., pointed

out that accused Nazi war criminal,.

Archbishop Trifa (seze chart) *‘re-
portedly has a miliion dollars to
spend himself”” and further declared
that the special prosecution effort
**ought to be put on notice that it has
six months to produce some concrete
action ... His remarks attracted ne-
tional attention.

Then the Justice Department on
May 6, 1979 announced —again with
much media clamor—that Walter J.
Rockler— 58-year-old senior partner

‘of the eminent Washington law firm,
-Arnold and Porter, a World War I

combat hero and a prosecutor in the
Nuremberg War Crimes Trials— had
been named director and special
counsel to the OSI. )

A long-time persistent critic of the
government’s .performance com-
mented: “‘At last! An experienced

trial lawyer. Real leadership. Now we

move out!™

To secure further assessment for

the future of what one Washington
politico has called *‘the hardest cases
that face American prosecutors,” l
interviewed Mr. Rockler.

Blunt, supremely confident and
rapier-quick in responding to vir-
tualiy any question, Mr. Rockler, as
might be expected,
aggressive In an obviously customary
role of adversary. :

His specialty at Arnold and Porter?
‘‘Federal tax law. Been domg it smce

‘ 1949 ”* he said.
"~ Let’s see,
prosecutor, he had to have been a

as. a. Nuremberg“

young, inexperienced lawyer ... *']

learned. Quickly,” Mr. Rockler inter-

posed, snapping off his words like a
drill sergeant (indeed as a Marine
Corps officer he fought in such bat-
tles as Saipan, Iwo Jima and othars,
winning a Bronze Star).

‘*We went after the banks and
bankers who backed Hitler,” he
recalled with obvious relish. From
1947-1949, he had helped prepare for
trial in the Office of Chief of Counsel
for War Crimes. *‘‘Like the
Reichsbank and Dressner Bank. The
ones which converted the gold fill-

“. ..t was an open secret
that Mendelsohn was _
obstructed by the CIA, FBI
and NSAin trying to get the
documents..”

N

ings, jewelry, eyeglass frames and so
forth into hard cash and credit from
the SS death camps,” recalied the
new director of the OSIL.

How would he state the purpose of
his new office? *“‘Simple.)” he re-

joined. “*To locate, prepare for trial,.

to go to trial, and to denaturalize and
to deport Nazi war criminals in our
country. Our purpose is clear the
task difficult”

Had he set any goals for his OS1?
**In the first six months, by the'‘end
of November, we’ll review all current
cases. About 175 of them. Decide

which ones are triable. The oneswe .

is comfortably -

can win. And go to court. And win™
Was he mindful of the demon--,
strated utilization of accused war
criminals by some inxerlig°nc=- agen-
cies? “‘lam. It’s deplorable.”” he said.
Does he expzct cooperation from

‘such as the ClA, FBI and Stale

Department? Yes he does. What if
they prove uncooperative? **1 would !
hope they help us. If they don’t, we ll'
still go to court and take 1hem wnth us;
.. they will not stop us.
" How -much funding do s he ac-
tually have for the job? .. v
““We’ve got $1.5 mill in our hands'
through the end of Fiscal Year 1979,

October 1. Then positively $2.3 mill L

for FY (Fiscal Year) 1980. We've got
strong Congressional backing,” he
said. **There can be no more grous-
ing about insufficient funds.’

Did he feel that his staffing prob-
lemms would be worked out? (OSI

_now has 12 lawyers; eight are new,

four are from the former SLU. By
October 1, 1980, the OSI staff is
scheduled to include 50 emplovees
mostly lawyers). :

“The ones who’ve come on have
done so voluntarily, so 1 assume
they're committed to what we're
doing. Mos? are already in the gov-
ernment”” He was quick to defend
his staff. T

*‘I notice some of these critics pre-
dicted that the Federenko appeal
wouldn’t wom but it sure as hell
did?”

(Feodor Federenko, now 70 had
been a guard at the death camp,

Treblinka—see chart. At trial he beat

the Government’s attempt to
denaturalize him; on appeal, the 5th
Circuit Court on June 28, 1979,
reversed and ordered the trial judge
to strip the one-time SS guard of his
American, cilizenship. Federsnko’s

lawyer said on June 29th he willgoto |.

the Supreme Court. Even assuming
an ultimate final-order for deporta-
tion, Federenko, under law, can elect

" to go to the countsy of his choice

which will accept him. Federenko is

wamed in Poland for war crimes).
Did Mr. Rockler consider the Ap-

peals Court decision in Federenko of

co ﬂ'\:ﬂ“ﬂ’”
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import? [ quo!ed a well-known lrial’
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tion o ‘
oy ‘modify the need for eyewitness

gy imony regarding lhe commission

" doubt,

. shown ‘‘insensitivity,”’
and (in my case) a
- remark

lii .‘ll
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. ]a%’c. who 'had opined lhat the’rul— _.--
©ing mayra dlcall) change the trial ap- .
proach lo these war criminal cases;

thzi it may now be only necessary to

% prove frzud in the procurement of a

visa to sustain argument for deporta-
r denaturalization; and that it

B 01 2 rO;l(l.S
SN Rockler listened but declmed
“No.

comment -other _than -to say:

much so, w2l see.

- then'read to hnm an attr:bunon_ :
. carrizd by the UPI wire on May 6, =~ - .
. 1979: “‘There’ve been people who - .~
.. -have suspected there are probably a =
' fair number: of war criminals— .-
' Nazis—hanging around the United
~ Siates (said Mr. Rockler) It’s proba-
. bly worth looking into.””

.1 pointed out -that the Jewxsh

,‘_graphxc Agency (JTA) had filed -

the same. quote on the next day.

. Many Jewish community leaders as
well as non-Jewish figures (including
myself) had commented in the press -

Mr.  Rockler’s remarks had
n ‘‘absence

that

of resolve™
‘‘approaching insolence.’

Would he care to comment?

Triere was a briefl pause. He snap-

ped. I would not!”*
‘Whean asked if he w:shed the at-

tribution to stand, he said: **Look. I

" did say that but it’s.not what it sounds

. -like. It was casual. Off the top of my-
. head. Most of the accused Nazis in

' the country are not the primary
~ PBgures of the Nuremberg war crimes -

trials. Instead, they’re the trigger-

“man; guards, at the bottom of any'

society’s social scale.-

- “The Trifa and Artucovic cases -
- (Ed. Note: see chart) are of conse-.
- - Quence. They were instigators, pro- -
.- oters, leaders affecting the lxves of
. thousands of people. '
" “What I said to UPI doesn’t worry

me. Anyone can draw any conclu-

. sions hé wants. We’re already at work
~ herel I'm going to work. everyone
- hard. Don’t expect miracles. But I'l]
_.-stand on what
- tmphatically.

we do,” he said

it’s of cons quence, . How.-'_»:,_

woefully belated,  deeply-flawed gov-

“ernment effort in the Nazi war crimi-
- nals issue has indeed entered a new
_stage. With full Congressional back-
an eager.

ing, an adequate budget,
-young staft headed by the experi-

enced and tough leadership of Walter v
.Rockler, there are grounds for well-
~tempered optimism.

The Federenko dec;sron coupled'- : [ v
) . : _tionjunder the OSI,

v "Rockler s contract w:th the

Justlce Department calls for -
his services for only

' 140 working days . *
. in the next calendar year” .~

with the successful effort to abolish -
- the West German statute of limita-
seemingly
closes off major avenues of escape |

tions on war crimes,

for Nazi-criminals and collaborators.

A larger, more oosmve context is at

hand.

never permitted easy conclusions.

‘Mr. Rockler says that he will work ~
his staff hard; no doubt he will. He -~
‘himself will also work hard. But his .
. contract with the Justice Department
~calls for his services for only 140

working days over the next calendar

‘year. No one can do-this job at half="
time, not even an. obyious dvnamo."
- like Mr. Rockler. -
" No one with the sllghtesl preten-
sion of knowledgeableness can over--

state the powerful, if not ultimately

- fatal, role an obstreperous American "
intelligence: community may con-

tinue to play. Certain Third Agencies

‘which have knowingly utilized Nazi
war criminals have assured them
guarantees of immunity as part of .
- the deal. William C. Colby. a former "
director of the CIA, has said so. He |
told The Evening Tribune. of San
" Diego, California (October 16, 1976)

that his agency ‘‘has gone to great

lengths to protect”

by the CIA. **Colby made it clear™"
reported the paper, *‘that the CIA has -

There can b:-_ ho questlon tl*lal the brouuhl m p"st enemies and posslbly

i
from deportallon if they were impor-

' ment

by the INS afler secrel CIA mlerven— :

i txonl S €
Al the very time ofthe reorgamza-. L
The New. f)’ork'

; of “blocl\mg the access of Congres- .
sxonal investigators to - (their) ﬁles
: wn‘houl the authonly of Iaw > ( Empha- :
. sis. added) RN O P
' Can the Rockler forces of the OSI e
poss;bly break through such formnda- LS
ble obstacles after the 33 years of | -
masswe indifference, cover-ups and |
-sheer ineptitude of the Washmglon
§ bureaucracy" 2
Wlll the White House ever declare S
: its support of this effort? (No Presi- |
Yet there are. further consxdera- - i
- tions which give pause to veteran ob-
servers of this question which have -

' be delecled The Jewish. Press, the | -
»»country s largesl Anglo-Jew:sh

“*We’re still looking for action. Six
“months—both Mr. Rockler’s and our ‘
tlmeh;rml-—we expect action, rcsuljls. ;
As always he will have our unsnmmg» R
support But we expect resulls.. By 1

*aliens employed " -

warl criminals, ‘and protects lh-m

tantlto thns countr) and l'aced pumsh-
“It! must be apprec;ated that Coloy "

admimed this in conjunction with a
war cnmmal case which was dropped

Times (March 22, 1979) reponed‘.“”

" that ‘Ilhe powerful General. Accounl--

“ing . Ofﬁce accused the FBI and CIA.

dent has ever done so0.) Congressyo-

man lHoltzman and the Jewish War

Velemns have called for such backmg P
. as mcl:spensable toa ﬁnal resoluuon
»ol'thls matter. - - Sl

Alr[eady a'mood of i :mpatxence mn '

newspaper editorialized that "Lhe
time has come for the U.S. to move
off dead center” after the Rockler
appointment. War criminal$ cannot |
be prosecuted *if the U.S. (Govem- [

ment) is protecting them and not
‘wnllmg to deporl them,” the paper.

pomled out.. N N
0utgom<7 NC Nalhan M Goldberg
of Ihe"JWV told its 1979 convemmn'

rcsulls ‘we mean successful trials and
proper! expulsions of_ all ‘Nazi war'

criminals and collaborators from our | .

shores N R ‘l"_‘

- Mr. Goldberg S posmon may well L
set the lone for the crucxal penod’
ahead S - SR A
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.. NAME 1'-Plﬁée»aud Date Started

ilis Hazners "A10305 335
INS hzaring- Nz~ York City

|mmigration Judge - Anthony D2Gaclo

ateany. N.Y. New York Ciy

E Jsn 23-,'9,77 l

o e Naclis Detlavs  A7925951
1\5 hzarinz-Balumore
" immizration Judgz Emil Bobek

. L-...!nmore ‘Md. -

‘ 1), 1978

- of California Los Angeles. Ca.
‘Oct. 24. 1978 {case renewed:
onizinaies 1949-1\_951)

" 1a re Boleslavs Maikovskis A8 194 566

INS hearing-New York City

New York Cil_y - Dec. 20. 1976

ia re Bronius Kaminsk:.{
INS hearing = New York Cuy

© Jmmigration Judze Anthony DsGaeto -

!hnford Conn. D:c. 1976 .

.'C. v. Mc-c:s Paskevicins CV 77 016'-RF

t!'S District Court,
Ceniral Disirict of California

'Los Angeles. Ca.  Oct. 21.1978. .

1'.S. v. John Demjanjuk
U S. District Court of Ohio

7. Cteveland, O. Eastern Division.

March 2, 1978

" A units in genodidal op>.'al|0n

: A7 095 96)

A6 659371

CV77-923

1.S. v. Valerian Tnfa ,' 5-709283 - - )

.11S District Court .

for Eastern District Court

- of Michigan. Southern Division |
" Derconn, Mich. - May 14, 1975

LS. v. Feodor F@oi—rnko 78-2879

_hhh Circuit Court of Appeals
o Muami, Fla. © July 251978

CUS.w Fraok Walas - 78-1732

Coun of Appeals Seventh Circuit’

. Chago M. Dec 1976 - -

.

LS« MyXola Kowalarak 77-119° '
. . x Serze Kowalexok - 77-118

~ U3 Dnina Coun Eastern District.
7o of Peamylvania o

"""k*w"u P2 Oa.2l. 1976

\W Tb: bbove mfomal)on was ptov»dad to Charlcs AHen Jr. lhrough the courtesy of \iamn Meﬂd:bohn Es¢ Depuly Du’ecmv ol' the Of-
anz of: Sp-ccul Investigations. Criminal Division.'U.S. Dcpanmem ‘of Justics* v
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- As Latvian Army offcer and Lal-

vian W:fSzn SS officer. directed
murdzis of Latvian Jews

Member Latvian fascist Daugavas
Vanagi. }3}1>d SS Einsatzgruppzn

agaxmsl La'n:n J-ws L.

\imm-r o”usnc- 1\311 occupledv B
Yugoslavu signed decrees resuli-

ing in mass murders of est. 750.-
000 Jews. Gypsies., Serbs and

Laivian National Police On‘"ﬁmr.- B
direcied mass shootings of Lai- -

vian Jews

Lixhuanian policemnan detached to

punitive unit specializing in mass

- murders of Lithuanian Jews -

Lithuanian police district chisf. -
“directed forces with SS and .
- Gestapo in sweeps. deportations
and mass shom;ngs of Jews

Alrocmes as SS guard al Treblmka
death amp

Denaturalization Cases

. "Romanian Orthodox cleric, "
* Archbishop Trifa as student leader = - :

of fascist Iron Guard incited 1941

- Bucharest pogrom in which esti-

mated 12,000 Jews were
buichersd = - -

" Brutalitiss as supervisory SS°° -

guard at Treblinka

Gestapo agzent parlicipaled. in.

munrders of Jews and others -~

Brothsrs chargcd as
. members of Ukrainian punnwe
unit which murdered Ukra:man :
and Polish Jews = - .

. anf ﬁled Am,us( l6

~ Prior proceedings was sei asidé because of Im-

::79-11,.1979 and February 8 and'9. 1979. Gerran |
. government eppk»cd lett=rs rogatory 10.ask

.. Detlavs quesnons on August 16 1979 regardmg -
“his parncnpanon with’the Latvian security police.

) bemcnmman?g o R

- spondzni’s ‘motion 10-enjoin with this deponanon
.- action was dcr{red by U.S. District Court. On Janu-
: ~ ary 8. 1979, Artukovic was ordered to submit 1o
Croats: 63.000 of whom were -

"~ Jews . ,b} us. governmenl Lo . »

 Judg? and is unable o conhnue. new lawyeris - ¥

; ‘Respondent ha.ls bee'n‘ unabiz to parlicipalc in these ;‘.
. proceedings for healih reasons. Proceeding is halled

" Pre-trial conference held Jul) 3.0n AugUSl l6

i Hearmg complﬂed May 17, 1979 Go»ernm-nls B

post-1rial brxef dus June 18. Def—ndam 's post-tri ) -

4
. (1 i = ‘ E o e
I\azn “.ar Crzmma! Cases as of September 1, 1979 ‘ o - : S SE !
" Deportation Cases ' .5 EEE A ' ‘ Lo !
" ALLEGATIONS : STATUS SRR "
i
|

‘migration Judge's death. New proceeding began *
November 13“ 1978. Hearings were hald January -

Detlavs refused to answer ‘on'the grounds i would o7

B

Subpoena’ l’or appearancc of respondcnl scrved Re-

depositions anh 1o turn over documems requasted |

] ) .
Respondenl asserled hns Fifth Am:ndmenl nghl to o
refuse 10 answer govcrnment s questions at depoe~ ;|

H

tation hearing. ‘}Govemmem obiained U.S. District
Court order directing respondent 10 answer. Second
Court of Appeals summarily affirmed District
Cournt’s order. [Respondem s lawyer was elected. a

Ivar Berzins. !‘5 R
!

pending changc in respondem s condmon ]
. B L

£ .

1979. defendant agreed 1o settle case. He agreed to ", -

the revocauon of his naturahzanon .

R ¢

i . .
B

Discovery comi‘in'uingiias of April 6, 1979. :

o

- Government aﬁd delendant’s discovery are come-
‘. pleted. Hearmg on-motion for summary judgement
- to be heard Seplember 12 1979 Trial dale tobe
set at this ume. : . .

_ 'Case dmded after mal agamsl lhc governmenr:
"t - case has been appealed Briefed: oral arguments -

- Reversed and remanded Defendani ordered to sur-

August 13. 1979,
- Case decided a‘ﬁer trial for lh: governmem Case .‘;'"’ -

", been submm:g Qral, argumems were heard April
" 26, 1979 o o

: '. - : - ) '
L Dcl’:ndums rcf]uscd 1o answer Questions at dzposie'

- . tion: courn uphplds defendants” right not 1o speak

" (Oct. 20. 1978)! Discovery is continuing. Autorneys ¢ -

]

heard in Fifth Clrcun ‘Court Aprit 23. 1979.

render certificate of naturalization. Defendant fled
motion for rc-hcanng to appellale coun-demcd

<o

.q

has been appealed. The government’s bricf has’

b oE R
b

have gone to U’kramc 10 1ake wilness statements, .
e - ,

E 4 ;
R 5
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